Quranic Studies & Islamic Culture, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 5, No. 1, Spring 2021, 59- 84

The Range of Those Responsible for
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Abstract

The verse 104 of Surah Al-Imran is one of the most challenging social verses of the Qur'an
that commentators and jurists have always disagreed in its interpretation. In general, their
interpretations can be placed two general categories of seemingly incompatible: 1)
Exclusive obligation of "commanding the good" on a group in society; 2) Public obligation
on members of society.

Quranic scholars have always said that the reason for these two conflicting views is the

"

ambiguous ability of the preposition (min)" " in this verse; But for the first time this
research shows that the reason of these two views is the structural ambiguity of this verse.
Examining the subject of this verse - commanding the good and forbidding the evil - which
is a hierarchical task, it is shown that this verse has the ability of two longitudinal readings -
not two inconsistent interpretations of each other - based on the construction of old/new
information. Eventually, the perception of public obligation is coordinated with the context
and co-text of the revelation of the verse, and the perception of exclusive obligation can

also be a systematic understanding based on a reading beyond the context of the verse.

Keywords: Structural Ambiguity; Longitudinal Ambiguity; Commanding the good; Tajrid;
Information Structure.
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