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Abstract

The reception of the Quran as a literary and beautiful text has had a long history among
Arabic speakers, and the Quran holds an unparalleled position in terms of eloquence and
rhetoric in Islamic civilization. However, as the criteria for creating and evaluating the
aesthetics of literary texts differ from society to society, with each society having its
own unique way of perceiving beauty, this study focuses on two German orientalists,
Theodor Noldeke and Angelika Neuwirth, to examine the aesthetic reaction to the
Quran in a distinct and non-Arabic cultural context. Using a descriptive and analytical
method based on Hans Robert Jauss' reception theory, we aimed to reconstruct their
expectations and identify how the Quran influences a foreign linguistic space, and the
effective factors in this process. It can be said that the aesthetic value of the Quran
among Orientalists is influenced by the tasks they pursue in their Quranic studies.
Although both of them have perceived the Quran as a literary text, their perception is

outside the realm of aesthetic experience. They are like researchers who read a poetry
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collection solely for extracting the customs of a period without paying attention to its

aesthetic reasons and impact.
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1. I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Stephan Prochazka, a linguistics professor
at the University of Vienna in Austria, for his valuable assistance in helping me deduce
the type of aesthetic response of Orientalists.
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