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"The Project of Critique of Islamic Reason" is the title chosen by Mohammed Arkoun (1928-
2010) for his intellectual and research project. Arkoun, influenced by the Annales School,
considers the adoption of a historical perspective towards the entire Islamic tradition to be the
fundamental prerequisite for the "Critique of Islamic Reason." He believes that understanding the
Quran and other religious texts is impossible without understanding their historical context. The
logical consequence of this view is linking the Quran to a specific moment in time and space,
which leads to its suspension and diminished efficacy in other historical periods. Precisely this
has provoked a wave of serious criticisms from Muslim thinkers against his project, among
which the critical account of Marzuq al-Umari (born 1968) stands out as one of the most
prominent. The central issue of this article is to study and analyze al-Umari's critical account of
Arkoun's view regarding the proof of the historicity of the Quran, employing the "description and
analysis" method.

Research Background

Numerous books and articles have been written critiquing Arkoun's general opinions and ideas.
These include:

e Ali Fallah and Majid Monhaj (2018) in an article explored Arkoun's methodology and
critiqued his reading of tradition and modernity. However, this work does not provide a
precise explanation of Arkoun's foundations for presenting the theory of historicity.

e Mohammad Reza Vasefi (2008) examined the ideas of four contemporary Arab
intellectuals (Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Abed al-Jabri, Hassan Hanafi, and Mohammed
Arkoun) who, influenced by new theological and philosophical currents, have offered
reinterpretations of the Mu'tazilite heritage. This work is not specifically dedicated to
studying Arkoun's viewpoint.

e Alireza Zaki Zadeh Renani and Batoul Sadat E'tesami (2018) conducted a critical
analysis of Arkoun's methodology in the field of Quranic exegesis, focusing on literary
principles, and evaluated his views on revelation. Although this work addresses some
aspects of Arkoun's perspective, it does not examine issues such as his positivist
approach to understanding the Quran.

e Ali Sharifi and Abolfazl Khoshmanesh (2022) in a research study analyzed the approach
of new historicism and enumerated its shortcomings, but they do not provide a precise
explanation of the consequences of believing in the historicity of the Quran.

Other articles have also been written explaining and evaluating Arkoun's views, most of which
address the influence of Western schools of thought on his reading and have not undertaken a
comprehensive explanation and critique of his foundations. Examples include: Majid Monhaj
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and Mahdi Sadatinejad (2021); Hamed Ali Akbarzadeh and Mostafa Soltani (2014); Mohammad
Safar Jabraili and Saeed Motaghi (2014).

Therefore, unlike previous works, which have addressed Arkoun's views selectively or generally,
the present research coherently explains and critiques his theoretical foundations for proving the
historicity of the Quran. The primary innovation of this research is its focus on Arkoun's
intellectual continuum—ifrom distinguishing between the oral and written Quran to conclusions
such as the denial of the text's sanctity and the adoption of a positivist approach—something
previously seen only in the works of Marzuq al-Umari. Utilizing al-Umari's opinions, given his
mastery of the French language and intellectual milieu as well as that of the Arab world,
provides a special advantage for the precise analysis of Arkoun's ideas and distinguishes this
article from previous research.

Research Method

In this research, relying on the "descriptive-analytical" method, the intellectual foundations of
Mohammed Arkoun in proving the historicity of the Quran are first examined. Subsequently, the
consequences of believing in this perspective are explained. In the second part of the article, a
systematic critique of these components is presented, primarily based on the views of Marzouq
Al-Omari, and finally, a comprehensive conclusion of the findings is provided.

Final Conclusion

The perspective of the historicity of religious texts, which emerged within the context of Western
philosophy and based on Biblical readings, was extended to Islamic texts by modernists such as
Mohammed Arkoun. Influenced by the Annales school, Arkoun proposed the historicity of the
Quran and, to prove it, utilized theories such as the distinction between the oral and written
Quran, as well as a positivist approach. In this process, he disregarded the principles of impartial
scientific inquiry and attempted to prove the hypothesis of the Quran's historicity by selectively
using sources and incorrect interpretations. His approach, coupled with pragmatic goal-
orientation, is considered contrary to the principles of academic research. In contrast, Marzouq
Al-Omari provided a profound critique of Arkoun's perspective and examined overlooked
dimensions of this theory. Al-Omari's critique, by revealing the internal contradictions and
methodological weaknesses in Arkoun's project, has played an effective and innovative role in
the field of critiquing modern trends in the interpretation of religious texts.

Keywords: Mohammed Arkoun, Marzouq Al-Omri, Historicity, Oral Qur'an, Positivism,
Annales School.
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