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Introduction

The Holy Quran, as the eternal miracle of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), is replete with profound
concepts and hidden layers of meaning, the correct understanding of which requires systematic
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and precise study. Among these, the semantic approach, as a discipline concerned with the
scientific study of the mechanisms of meaning and the discovery of a text's underlying layers,
plays an unparalleled role in achieving a deeper understanding of the verses. This science, by
analyzing the organic and dynamic networks of Quranic vocabulary, demonstrates that
seemingly scattered words form, through logical connections, a complex system of meanings.
One of these key words, used in numerous verses of the Holy Quran and requiring semantic
analysis, is the verb ".&l" (alqd) and its derivatives. This research seeks to answer these
questions: What are the semantic aspects of the word "&" in the Holy Quran and how can they
be analyzed? Furthermore, what role and relationship do the substitute and collocate words of
this term have in enriching its meaning?

Research background

A review of the research background indicates that there is no independent work dedicated to the
semantics of the word "&" across all Quranic verses. Existing research can be divided into two
general categories:

. Case Study Exegesis Articles: Such as the article "Analysis of the Meaning and Translation of
the Phrase 'z/s¥ &' in the Holy Quran" (Omidvar et al., 1401 SH), which is limited to the
analysis of one specific phrase.

. Traditional Exegeses: Such as the article on "wes s 5 gand) (Al 5l Qi ad OIS oyl (5 80 KI5 b )"
in the journal Al-Urwat al-Wuthqa, whose main focus is on interpreting a specific verse.

Therefore, the distinguishing feature and innovation of this research is its comprehensive
semantic approach, the systematic extraction of all semantic aspects, and the analysis of the
collocative and substitutive network of the word "&!" throughout the entire Holy Quran.

2. Necessity and Importance

Despite the importance of the word "&," which is repeated 146 times in the Quran, no
independent research comprehensively analyzing the semantics of this word across all Quranic
verses has been observed. Previous studies have mostly been limited to case analyses of this
word in a specific verse or phrase (such as "z ¥ &) or to interpreting verses where this root
appears. Therefore, the absence of a systematic study that extracts and analyzes all the semantic
aspects of " A" along with its collocative and substitutive networks was clearly felt. By filling
this gap, this research not only provides a deeper understanding of the meanings of this key word
but also serves as a model for similar studies on other Quranic vocabulary, significantly
contributing to the enrichment of thematic interpretation (tafsir mawdu'i) and a more precise
understanding of divine messages.

Research method
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This research has been conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based
method. The required data was collected through a comprehensive search of the verses of the
Holy Quran using specialized software (such as Jame' al-Tafasir) and by referring to
authoritative lexical sources (such as Lisan al-Arab, Mufradat al-Raghib) and exegetical sources
(such as Majma' al-Bayan, al-Mizan, al-Kashshaf). The analysis process was as follows: first, the
literal and technical meaning of """ in classical sources was examined. Then, by studying all
the verses containing this word, its different semantic aspects were extracted and categorized. In
the next step, by analyzing the linguistic context of the verses, the words collocating with " &lI"
were identified and their semantic relationship was explained. Furthermore, using the
substitutive relationship, words synonymous or close in meaning to " 8" were deduced from the
sources and compared with each other.

Result
The results of this research can be summarized in several main areas:

A) Semantic Aspects of "&I": The analysis of the verses showed that the word "&" has seven
main semantic aspects:

1. Physical Throwing/Casting: This is the most frequent meaning of "&"; such as Moses (AS)
throwing his staff (Al-A'raf: 107) or casting Moses (AS) into the chest into the Nile
River (Taha: 39).

2. Being Enthralled or Bewitched: In this meaning, "&" is used in the passive voice, indicating
the action of an external power that involuntarily influences a person; such as the
magicians prostrating as if a divine force had cast them down (Taha: 70).

3. The Descent of Revelation and Divine Command: This aspect refers to the direct bestowal of
knowledge from God to the prophets; such as casting the "weighty word" (revelation)
upon the Prophet (PBUH) (Al-Muzzammil: 5) or casting the spirit by Allah's
command upon His servants (Ghafir: 15).

4. Receiving and Learning: In this meaning, "&" implies the active reception of meaning; such
as Adam (AS) receiving words from his Lord (Al-Baqarah: 37).

5. Creation and Making: Here, "&" means to place, establish, or create; such as casting firmly
set mountains (rawasi) upon the earth (Al-Nahl: 15) or casting love into the hearts
towards Moses (AS) (Taha: 39).

6. Insinuation (Whispering): This semantic aspect is specific to satanic insinuations meant for
misguidance (Al-Hajj: 52-53).

7. Casting Lots: Such as drawing lots with casting pens to determine the guardian of Mary (AS)
(Al-Imran: 44).
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B) Substitute and Synonym Words: Examining the substitutive relationship revealed that " &"
has semantic connections with several words:

Qadhafa (—3): This word, meaning to cast away, overlaps with """ in the meaning of
"throwing" (Taha: 39).

Akhadha (3a7) and Iktasaba («-S): These two words are synonymous with the "receiving"
aspect of " Al" in the sense of "acquiring and gaining knowledge."

Nabadha (23): Meaning to cast away with disregard, is related to "&\" in the semantic field of
"throwing."

C) Collocate Words: Analyzing the context of the verses revealed a rich network of words
collocating with "3l)," each contributing to its semantic richness, including:

Moses and Staff: This frequent collocation emphasizes miracle-working and divine power in
the story of Moses (AS).

Rawasi (Firm Mountains) and Ard (Earth): The collocation of " &I" with "firmly set
mountains" and "earth" indicates God's role in creating stability and order in the
universe.

Anbatna (We caused to grow) and Kull Zawj (Every pair): This collocation links """ (in the
sense of creation) to abundant and diverse growth, pointing to the wise system of
creation.

Jahannam (Hell): The collocation of "a" with "Hell" emphasizes the deserved fate of the
disbelievers and divine punishment.

In conclusion, this research demonstrated that the semantics of the word "3" not only attests to
the internal coherence of the Quran's semantic system but also, by uncovering the
complex network of meanings of this word, enhances the understanding of the
interpreter and Quranic researcher regarding the depth of divine concepts.

Keywords: induction, projection, semantic components.
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