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Abstract

The Quran, as a divine and living text, is not limited to a specific epistemological field and always
provides a platform for the expansion of meaning for rational and intuitive readings. Mysticism,
especially in its interpretative form, is one of the most important fields of this semantic expansion.
However, any mystical interpretation that lacks a rational foundation and religious commitment and
relies solely on the personal taste of the interpreter is deprived of epistemological and religious
validity and distances itself from the path of the purposes of revelation. In the meantime, Ismail
Haqqi Brosavi, a prominent commentator of the 11th century AH, in his voluminous and famous
commentary on Ruh al-Bayan, has tried to establish a meaningful connection between the external
aspects of the Sharia and the internal aspects of the path and to reread the divine verses in the light of
mystical intuition and by observing their external structure. The present study, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a structuralist approach, has examined the evolution of the mystical
interpretation structure in Ruh al-Bayan and has reexamined its place in Ibn Arabi’s mystical system.
The findings show that Brossoy’s interpretive system is, on the one hand, influenced by the
principles of existential unity and the illuminating interpretations of Ibn Arabi, and on the other hand,
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due to its emphasis on the levels of meaning and the precedence of the external over the internal, it
distances itself from absolute adherence to Ibn Arabi’s school. His interpretations are often made by
observing the conceptual order from the external to the internal and without claiming to monopolize
the meaning of the verse in the internal layers; this approach, while maintaining the position of
reason and Sharia, reflects a kind of mystical moderation between theoretical mysticism and allusive
mysticism. As a result, Ruh al-Bayan can be considered a distinctive example of the evolution of
mystical interpretation in the Islamic tradition, in which both loyalty to the principles of Sharia and a
tendency towards mystical intuition are combined in a balanced way

Keywords: Ismail Haqgi Brosway, Ruh al-Bayan, mystical interpretation, Ibn Arabi's school,
theoretical mysticism.

Introduction

The Qur’anic text, while not confined to scientific, philosophical, or mystical domains
exclusively, possesses a unique semantic elasticity that allows for multiple readings across
diverse epistemological horizons—including mysticism. However, any mystical exegesis lacking
rational foundation and Shari‘ah conformity, and based solely on the personal intuition of the
interpreter, risks straying from the lofty aims of divine revelation. Among the prominent
exegetes of the 11th/17th century, Isma ‘1l Haqqt al-Briusawrt stands out as a leading figure whose
tafsir Rih al-Bayan represents one of the richest mystical commentaries within the Ottoman
milieu. In this comprehensive and spiritually oriented work, Haqqt sought to unveil inner truths
of the Qur’an through esoteric readings (ta 'wilat ishragiyya) that respect the outward structure
(zahir) of the text. This research adopts a descriptive—analytical and structural approach to
explore the mystical hermeneutics of al-Briisawi. It aims not only to classify the types of
mystical interpretations found in Rih al-Bayan but also to discover the intellectual logic and
methodological coherence underlying his approach—revealing how he mediates between the
traditions of theoretical mysticism (linked to Ibn ‘Arabi) and experiential or allusive mysticism
(‘irfan ishari).

Research Background
Despite considerable scholarship on Sufi exegesis, systematic studies focusing on the
methodological foundation of mystical ¢ta 'wil in Rih al-Bayan remain scarce. Previous works
have often provided descriptive overviews rather than analytical models. They rarely examined
the internal structure of al-Briisawi’s interpretive system or proposed reliable criteria for
distinguishing valid mystical interpretations from those bordering on subjective conjecture (tafsir
bi-I-ra’y).
This study expands upon earlier investigations by integrating comparative insights from:

e Ibn ‘Arabt’s Futithat al-Makkiyyah and its influence on Rih al-Bayan;

e Symbolic readings in Persian Sufi commentaries such as Maybudi’s Kashf al-Asrar and

Kashift’s Mawahib ‘Aliyya,
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o Critical reflections from modern scholars addressing the ethical and epistemological
constraints of mystical hermeneutics.
Thus, unlike previous research that confined itself to historical description, the present study
reconstructs the internal logic of al-Brisawi’s fa 'wil using a structural framework—showing
how the mystical discourse is organized, justified, and limited within his system of thought.

Research Method
The research is based on a descriptive—analytical method combined with intra-textual
structural analysis.
1. First, conceptual distinctions among tafsir, ta'wil, and ‘irfan are clarified, drawing on
classical and modern definitions.
2. Second, the biographical and doctrinal profile of Isma‘ll Haqqi al-Brusawi and the
composition context of Rizh al-Bayan are outlined.
3. Third, the study establishes a taxonomy of mystical interpretations within Rizh al-
Bayan, divided into four major categories:
o interpretations of metaphysical concepts (Paradise, Hell, Throne, Kursi);
o interpretations of natural phenomena (Sun, Moon, Mountains, Oceans);
o Shari‘ah-based verses (rituals and acts of worship);
o theological or doctrinal verses (Attributes of God, Prophetic infallibility).
Finally, through structural comparison, the study evaluates the extent to which al-Brasawi’s
mystical readings comply with the epistemic criteria of valid interpretation—namely: rational
coherence, conformity with Qur’anic context, and avoidance of exclusive meaning claims.

Results

This research provides a systematic model for understanding Riz/ al-Bayan as a structured and
coherent mystical tafsir rather than a collection of intuitive comments. By identifying the
interrelation between the outer and inner dimensions of Qur’anic meaning, the study
demonstrates that Isma‘il Haqqi’s hermeneutics follow an implicit yet rational order compatible
with Islamic epistemology.

Thus, the analysis resolves the methodological ambiguity surrounding his interpretative system
and offers a normed framework for evaluating mystical ta’wi/ within Qur’anic studies. The
balanced synthesis of reason, revelation, and intuition in al-Brisawi’s approach not only
legitimizes his mystical readings but also situates Rii al-Bayan as a distinctive bridge between
Ottoman scholastic theology and the broader tradition of Islamic mysticism.
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