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Introduction
This research presents a groundbreaking investigation into the structural and semantic

patterns governing the consistent pairing of Divine attributes at the conclusion of Qur'anic
verses. The central research question addresses systematically unexamined phenomenon:
What specific rule or inherent logic dictates the combination and sequential order of these
dyadic attributes? Moving beyond traditional explanations that often attribute these pairings
to rhythmic requirements (fasilah) or treat them as isolated exegetical points, this study
proposes a novel, systematic hypothesis. Inspired by the concept of "valence” or "combining
power" in chemistry, the theory of "Combinatorial Inclination" (mil al-tarkibt) posits that
God's attributes in the Qur'an adhere to a coherent system analogous to the periodic table of
elements. This implies that each attribute possesses a specific "inclination” or "affinity" to
combine with certain otherswhile lacking it for others. while lacking it for some. The primary
objective is to empirically map these combinatorial and sequential relationships through a
comprehensive statistical analysis, thereby establishing a robust foundational framework for
deeper exegetical, linguistic, and theological inquiries. The study is firmly situated within the
field of Qur'anic stylistics and semantic analysis, consciously distinguishing itself from prior
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works that have focused predominantly on the contextual interpretation of these attributes
within individual verses rather than on their cross-Qur'anic, systemic combinatorial logic.

Materials & Methods

The methodology employed is primarily descriptive, analytical, and statistical, grounded in a
complete survey of the Qur'anic text according to the widely accepted recitation of Hafs from
‘Asim. To ensure methodological rigor and focus, the data corpus was strictly delimited to
dyadic pairs of Divine attributes occurring precisely at the end of verses. This deliberate
scope excluded attributes mentioned in isolation or within pairs located in the body of a
verse, allowing for a concentrated examination of this specific rhetorical and stylistic
phenomenon.

The research process involved several meticulous stages of data collection and categorization:

Extraction and Inventory: All qualifying dyadic pairs were systematically identified and
catalogued.

Combinatorial Status Classification: Attributes were classified into three distinct groups
based on their pairing behavior: (1) Those that always appear alone (e.g., Mugit, Hasib); (2)
Those that exclusively appear in combination with another attribute (e.g., Hakim); and (3)
Those that appear both alone and in combination (e.g., ‘Alim, Qadir).

Frequency Analysis: The absolute frequency of each major attribute and the specific
frequency of every recurring dyadic pair were meticulously quantified (e.g., establishing that
Ghafiir-Rahim appears 72 times).

Sequential Analysis: For each recurring pair, the study documented and analyzed the order of
attributes, noting whether the sequence was strictly fixed (e.g., Sami‘ always precedes ‘Alim)
or fluid (e.g., ‘Alim and Hakim can appear in either order).

The core of the analytical framework is the application of the "Combinatorial Inclination”
model, which utilizes four key metrics:

Combinatorial Inclination (Mil Tarkibi): The fundamental tendency of an attribute to pair
with another. The consistent absence of a pair anywhere in the Qur'an is considered evidence
of a "negative combinatorial inclination".

Scope of Inclination: This measures the diversity of an attribute's partners, i.e., the number of
different attributes it pairs with. Some have a wide scope (e.g., ‘A/im), while others have a
limited or exclusive scope (e.g., Lasif pairs only with Khabir).

Intensity of Inclination: This measures the strength of a specific pairing by its frequency. For
example, the high frequency of the ‘Aziz-Hakim pair (47 times) indicates a strong
combinatorial inclination between these two attributes.

Inclination for Precedence/Sequence (Mil lil-Taqdim/ al-Ta'khir): This concept analyzes an
attribute's consistent tendency to occupy the first or second position in a pair.

Discussion & Results
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The rigorous application of this methodology yielded significant results that robustly validate
the proposed theory, revealing a complex, coherent, and rule-based system underlying the
Qur'an's divine nomenclature.

Validation of Combinatorial Inclination: The analysis conclusively demonstrates that Divine
attributes do not combine randomly. Specific, predictable pairs recur with remarkable
consistency throughout the Qur'an, while other theoretically possible combinations are
entirely absent. This clearly demonstrates the existence of both positive and negative
combinatorial inclinations. For instance, ‘Aziz never pairs with Ghani, and combinations like
Hakim-Rahim or Sami'-Basir are not found, indicating a deliberate structural choice.

Taxonomy and Central Hubs: The data firmly supports the three-fold categorization of
attributes. A central finding is the identification of a core group of high-frequency
attributes—Rahim (226 times as a Divine attribute), ‘Alim (153 times), Hakim (91 times),
Ghafir (91 times), and ‘Aziz (88 times)—that function as combinatorial hubs with wide
scope. The analysis of these hubs reveals critical patterns:

Al-Rahim: Appears overwhelmingly in combination (222 out of 226 instances), pairing with
a wide scope of attributes, most intensely with Ghafur (72 times). It displays a powerful and
consistent “inclination for subsequence," almost always occupying the second position.

Al-‘Alim: Exhibits versatility, appearing both alone (57 times) and in combination (96 times).
Its strongest combinatorial inclinations are with Hakim (36 times) and Sami' (31 times). Its
sequence with Hakim is fluid, suggesting a dynamic semantic relationship.

Al-Hakim and Al-‘Aziz: Notably, these two attributes never appear alone in the Qur'an,
always requiring a combinatorial partner. Their pairing with each other is the second most
intense in the Quran (47 times), with a fixed sequence (‘Aziz always first). ‘Aziz also
demonstrates a dominant "inclination for precedence™ across almost all its pairs.

A Semantic Network of Attributes: The results suggest the existence of a sophisticated and
interwoven semantic network. Each central attribute (e.g., Rakim) forms a semantic nucleus
around which other attributes cluster. Intriguingly, these satellite attributes (e.g., Ghafir,
‘Aziz) can themselves act as nuclei for further combinations, creating a complex web of
theological meaning that resonates with Toshihiko Izutsu's concept of "semantic fields".

Substantial Theological and Exegetical Implications: The discovered patterns carry profound
implications for Qur'anic theology and interpretation.

They invite a re-evaluation of certain emphases in classical Islamic theology (kalam). For
instance, the data shows that ‘Alim (Knowledge) has a vastly greater combinatorial frequency
and scope than Qadir (Power), suggesting a distinctive emphasis in the Qur'an's own
discourse on the Divine nature.

The fixed or fluid sequences are argued to be theologically significant. The consistent pairing
of ‘Aziz (The Mighty) with Hakim (The All-Wise) can be interpreted as a semantic
constraint, indicating that God's absolute power is perpetually governed by and expressed
through perfect wisdom, precluding any notion of arbitrariness.
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Conclusion

This research successfully establishes and demonstrates the "Combinatorial Inclination™
theory as a robust and insightful model for understanding a fundamental aspect of the
Qur'an's linguistic architecture. It empirically proves that the pairing and sequencing of divine
attributes are not stylistic accidents but are governed by a discernible, systematic divine
wisdom. The study's primary and most significant contribution is its provision of the first
comprehensive statistical and structural map of these attributes, a resource that was
previously unavailable. This map serves as an indispensable prerequisite for future, in-depth
thematic exegesis (tafsir mawdu 7) that can now confidently explore the profound theological
reasons behind both positive and negative combinatorial inclinations. Furthermore, it opens
exciting new avenues for research in Qur'anic stylistics and linguistic inimitability (i jaz),
suggesting that the very "chemical” interplay of its words constitutes a distinct layer of its
miraculous nature. Ultimately, this study fulfills a foundational role, providing the empirical
groundwork upon which theologians and exegetes can build a deeper and more nuanced
understanding of Qur'anic theology.

Keywords
Divine Attributes in the Qur'an, Divine Dyadic Attributes, Precedence and Sequence of
Attributes, End of Verses, Combinatorial Inclination of Attributes.
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