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Introduction
In linguistic and semantic studies, context is recognized as the backdrop and framework that

determines the precise meaning of words and sentences. Linguistic context consists of lexical,
morphological, syntactic, and semantic elements formed from word collocations and
relationships, influencing meaning at the sentence, paragraph, and whole-text levels. A
word's exact meaning is defined within its situational context, as words have no meaning
outside their context. Meaning arises from multiple usages in various contexts and
combinations (Mukhtar Omar, 1998, P. 17). Van Dijk argues that the starting point of
semantic analysis in all linguistic fields is the text and its linguistic structures; linguistic
context describes the level of word meanings, word groups, and the role of categories and
their combinations in sentence meaning. Paying attention to linguistic context is necessary to
explain semantic relationships (Van Dijk, 2015, P. 81). The relationship between language
and meaning in the Qur’an is a core subject in semantics. Linguistic context is fundamental in
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interpreting verses, deeply influencing the semantic system of words. According to
structuralist semantics, meaning is not found in isolated words but through the axes of co-
occurrence and substitution. Thus, analysis of meaning in the Qur’an without considering
lexical relations within their contextual framework is incomplete. Textual context in
semantics views a text as an interconnected and cohesive network, where each text has its
own verbal and semantic coherence that the reader must fully comprehend. Contemporary
Quranic linguists like Fadel Al-Samarrai show that subtle semantic differences in similar
verses reflect the miracle of Qur'anic eloquence; small changes in wording correspond to the
surah’s thematic space, revealing meaning arising from a dynamic network of linguistic
relations rather than static words. (Al-Samarrai, n.d).

One notable feature of Qur’anic style is the repeated telling of prophets' stories in different
surahs, where repetition is not mere lexical similarity but varies in intent and textual system.
Each iteration adjusts vocabulary and phrasing according to the audience, surah context, and
purpose, giving new meaning and impact. Selection and framing of a story’s fragments vary
to align with the surah’s goals and differ among surahs. As Hariri (2009, p. 91) states,
although the verses may be identical, each gains new semantic weight depending on its surah
context and adjacent verses. Among these, the story of the liberation of Prophet Abraham
from the fire, found in surahs Al-Anbiya, Al-Saffat, Al-An'am, and Al-Ankabut, is a clear
example. Despite extensive research on textual context and lexical semantics, few studies
have comprehensively and comparatively analyzed this story from a linguistic context
perspective. This research focuses on two semantic axes—co-occurrence and substitution—to
analyze the semantic system of vocabulary in three stages of Abraham’s story: Stage 1:
Denial of idolatry, Stage 2: Punishment of Abraham and Stage 3: Abraham’s liberation from
the fire. This aims to show how meaning emerges from context and how apparent linguistic
variations actually indicate the internal cohesion of divine language. The study asks: What
role does linguistic context play in explaining semantic and structural differences in
Abraham’s liberation story? How does the Qur’an convey different surah goals through
linguistic relations?

Materials & Methods

This research has been conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based
method. The required data was collected through a comprehensive search of the verses of the
Holy Quran using authoritative lexical sources (such as Mu'jam Magqayis al-Lughah by Ibn
Faris) and exegetical sources (such as Majma' al-Bayan, al-Mizan, al-Kashshaf). The analysis
process was as follows: first, the literal and technical meaning of the story of Prophet Abraham's
deliverance from the fire was examined. Then, by studying all the verses containing this narrative,
its different semantic aspects were extracted and categorized. In the next step, the linguistic context of
the verses was analyzed.

Discussion & Results
Analysis of Three Stages of Abraham’s Story by Linguistic Context
Stage 1: Denial of Idolatry
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Verses from Al-An’am (6:78) and Az-Zukhruf (43:26) both depict Abraham's rejection of
idolatry using terms derived from "& s " (to disassociate). In Al-An’am, "& S e 35 5 )"
uses an adjective form indicating ongoing, stable disassociation; the tone is rational and
convincing, fitting the context of Abraham’s logical arguments against idol worship. The
adjacent verbs reflect "shirk™ (associating partners), targeting the core belief of polytheism.

In Az-Zukhruf, "¢ %3 e 315 5" uses a verbal noun for emphasis and intensification,
matched with emphatic particles, reflecting a stronger denunciation suited to the surah’s
warning tone. The verb "(s3=5" (to worship) generalizes rejection beyond shirk to any
worship of other than God. Co-occurrences reinforce these nuanced semantic effects,
reflecting both the surahs’ distinct rhetorical contexts and the progression of Abraham’s
stance.

Stage 2: Punishment of Abraham

The punishment is described differently in Surahs As-Saffat, Al-Anbiya, and Al-Ankabut:
As-Saffat: " (sl il Ll 41158001508 ) (Al-Saffat 37:97) " (build for him a structure and
throw him into the fire) stresses violent action with harsh lexical choices to depict the
intensity of punishment. Al-Anbiya: " A A (burn him) reflects more direct aggression after
Abraham’s breaking of idols, flttlng the confrontational situational context.

Al-Ankabut: Phrases "ss)a 3l &t (kill or burn him) suggests alternatives reflecting
uncertainty or options in the persecutor’s decisions, consistent with the surah’s thematic
focus on perseverance. Phonetic harshness and semantic choices align with narrative intensity
and emotional states in each surah, demonstrating how linguistic context shapes lexical
selections.

Stage 3: Abraham’s Deliverance

The verses in Surahs Al-Saffat (37:97-98) and Al-Anbiya (21:68-70) describe the failed plot
against Abraham and the downfall of his enemies. The contrast between the terms "calawl” (al-
asfalin, meaning "the lowest" or "most degraded") and "¢ 21" (al-akhsarin, meaning "the
most lost™ or "utterly ruined") reflects a subtle yet significant semantic variation. The choice
of "odawl" (lowliest) versus "oz 21" (most lost) reflects subtle semantic variation. The former
emphasizes degradation and defeat, closely tying to the preceding imagery of the fire and the
structure built to burn Abraham. the latter underscores ultimate loss and futility in the
opposition’s scheme. These lexical pairs exemplify precise semantic alignment with textual
context and narrative flow, illustrating how subtle lexical differences in the Qur'an convey
nuanced theological and rhetorical meanings.

Conclusion

This study has shown that the lexical differences in the narrations about Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) across different surahs are not accidentalthey; rather, are rooted in the linguistic
context and semantic intent of each surah. Examining the axes of substitution and co-
occurrence, it becomes evident that each lexical choice activates specific layers of meaning
Thus, the differences between expressions such as "0 / ;" (bari'/bard'), "5 s /| 5"

(ta'budun / tushrikiin), and ", "JMI | oel" (asfalin / akhsarin), as well as the various
formulations of punishment, reflect a precise and systematic arrangement of words. From this
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perspective, the meaning of the Holy Qur’an is not formed in the isolated word, but rather
within the network of their linguistic and contextual relationships.

Keywords
Qur’an semantics, linguistic context, story of Abraham, contextual interpretation
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