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Introduction
This research presents a comprehensive investigation into the semantic and ontological role

of "Sa‘y" (human effort) in determining human destiny, focusing on the pivotal Quranic
verse: "And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he strives” (Q. 53: 39). The
central inquiry of this study addresses how human agency, moral responsibility, and divine
justice are interconnected in Quranic discourse, and how this fundamental principle
reconciles with the theological concepts of intercession, charity on behalf of the deceased,
and the transfer of spiritual rewards. Moving beyond simplistic literal interpretations, this

study proposes that "Sa ‘y" functions as the core existential axis of human responsibility,
establishing that human destiny is strictly tied to one's conscious, intentional actions.

Materials & Methods

The methodology employed in this study is primarily descriptive, analytical, and semantic,
grounded in Quranic evidence, classical and contemporary exegetical works, and linguistic
analysis. To ensure theological and conceptual rigor, the research analyzes the semantic
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network of the root s- -y (=) across its thirty occurrences in the Quran. Furthermore,
classical interpretations (such as those of Tabari, Tusi, Tabarsi, Ibn Kathir, Fakhr al-Din al-
Razi, and Allameh Tabataba'i) are systematically compared and synthesized alongside
linguistic lexicons (such as Al-Mufradat by Raghib Isfahani and Lisan al-Arab) to delineate

the precise boundaries of "Sa ‘y" and its existential implications on human agency.

Discussion & Results
The semantic and contextual analysis yields several significant results:

1. Intentionality and Agency: Linguistic analysis reveals that Sa‘y in Quranic
terminology is not merely physical movement or external behavior. Rather, it signifies
conscious, voluntary, goal-directed, and intentional action. It is deeply connected to
human will and internal cognition.

2. Individual Responsibility: Verse 39 of Surah An-Najm establishes an ontological and
ethical law. It asserts that human salvation and spiritual elevation are strictly non-
transferable. The absolute ownership of one's deeds defines human individuality in
the hereafter.

3. Reconciling Deceased Benefaction: Regarding the theological challenges—such as
the benefit of prayers, charity, and intercession for the deceased—the study
demonstrates that these instances do not contradict verse 39 of An-Najm. These
actions are either direct outcomes of the deceased's own earthly actions (e.g., leaving
a righteous child, establishing ongoing charity) or operate within the framework of
divine grace and spiritual alignment rather than the arbitrary transfer of merits.
Consequently, the individualistic responsibility of human destiny remains spiritually
and ontologically intact.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Quranic discourse establishes a highly integrated ethical system where
conscious effort (Sa ‘y) is the defining parameter of human destiny. Verse 39 of Surah An-
Najm is not a mere moral exhortation but an ontological reality governing the relationship
between human agency and divine justice. True salvation and spiritual outcomes are
ultimately determined by active engagement and intentional striving, confirming that human
responsibility cannot be bypassed or substituted by external agency.

Keywords: Quran, Verse 39 of Surah An-Najm, Sa‘y (Effort), Human, Responsibility,
Destiny.
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