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Introduction

Semantics has become one of the principal branches of linguistics since the beginning of the
twentieth century and has acquired a prominent position in contemporary academic research. As
the discipline devoted to the systematic study of meaning, it may appropriately be described as
the science of meaning (Qa'imi-Niya, 2020, p. 14).
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Modern semantic studies place particular emphasis on the conceptual relationships among lexical
items. Scholars in this field maintain that the precise meaning of a lexical item cannot be fully
understood in isolation; rather, it must be examined within the network of semantic relations that
connects it with other words in the language (Bageri, 1995, p. 296).

Among contemporary scholars, Toshihiko Izutsu was the first to apply semantic methodology
systematically to the study of the Qur'an. He argued that Qur'anic vocabulary should not be
interpreted independently, but rather within the comprehensive semantic system of the Qur'an
itself. According to Izutsu, a profound understanding of Qur'anic concepts can only be achieved
through identifying the conceptual relationships among Qur'anic lexical items. Consequently,
notions such as semantic fields and semantic relations have become fundamental analytical tools
in Qur'anic studies. These concepts refer to groups of words that share a common conceptual
domain and collectively express a unified semantic framework (Izutsu, 1981, p. 25).

The Qur'an contains numerous lexical items that convey meanings associated with
dissemination, diffusion, disclosure, proclamation, and manifestation. A precise understanding of
these concepts requires an exploration of the semantic layers embedded within the Qur'anic
discourse. Accordingly, the present study seeks to elucidate the subtle semantic distinctions
among the lexical items belonging to the semantic field of idha ‘ah, thereby providing a more
comprehensive understanding of one of the Qur'an's key concepts concerning information
dissemination, public communication, and social responsibility.

The term idha ‘ah, derived from the Arabic root adhd ‘a, denotes the rapid and widespread
dissemination or disclosure of information. Examining this concept within the Qur'anic context
contributes to a deeper understanding of the Qur'anic perspective on individual and collective
responsibility in handling confidential as well as publicly accessible information.

Materials & Methods

To achieve this objective, the study first examines the lexical meanings of the terms belonging to
this semantic field. It then undertakes a comparative semantic analysis to identify the similarities
and distinctions between these lexical items and idha ‘ah. Through reconstructing the conceptual
network that links these terms, the study seeks to provide a comprehensive account of the
semantic functions and contextual significance of idha ‘ah in the Qur'an.

Within the socio-cultural context of Muslim societies, the dissemination of information and the
disclosure of news have consistently been associated with ethical and social considerations.
From the Qur'anic perspective, the communication of information should be governed by
knowledge, responsibility, and the preservation of the public interest. Consequently, examining
lexical items such as idhd ‘ah not only clarifies their semantic nuances but also contributes to a

more precise understanding of communicative ethics in the contemporary era of mass media and
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digital social networks, where the unprecedented speed of information transmission has made the
ethical principles of disclosure, confidentiality, and trustworthiness increasingly significant.

Discussion & Results

Lexical items such as isha ‘ah, izhar, ibraz, ibda’, ijhar, i lan, isda ‘, and bayan exhibit the closest
semantic affinity with idhd ‘ah. The findings of this study demonstrate that ishd ‘ah denotes
dissemination characterized by breadth and widespread diffusion. Izhar refers to the disclosure
of concealed matters or the manifestation of victory and supremacy. /braz signifies bringing an
entity forth from its previous state into a tangible and perceptible form. /bda’ is employed in
contexts where the disclosure of information is not preceded by deliberate intention or prior
volition. [jhar conveys the notion of open, explicit, and unreserved expression. Isda ", literally
meaning "to split" or "to cleave," conveys the idea of making something openly manifest with
decisiveness. Bayan emphasizes clarity, elucidation, disclosure, and manifestation. Although
these lexical items belong to the same semantic field and share significant conceptual
relationships with idha ‘ah, each possesses distinctive semantic features and subtle nuances that
differentiate it from the others.

Conclusion

The semantic analysis of the lexical items associated with idhd ‘ah in the Qur'anic verses
demonstrates that these terms do not uniformly denote the concepts of manifestation or
dissemination in an absolute sense. Rather, each lexical item conveys these meanings through
distinctive semantic features and contextual constraints, resulting in nuanced differences in
meaning and usage.

For instance, isha ‘ah is associated with the notions of diffusion, expansion, and propagation, all
of which presuppose manifestation as an essential consequence. By contrast, idhd ‘ah primarily
emphasizes the widespread dissemination of information accompanied by its public disclosure.
Likewise, isda’, literally meaning "to split" or "to cleave," retains the fundamental sense of
opening or breaking apart, from which the notion of manifestation and disclosure is semantically
derived.

Among the lexical items examined, bayan occupies a distinctive position. In addition to denoting
explicit speech and manifestation, it inherently conveys the concepts of clarification, distinction,
and intelligibility—semantic components that are not equally prominent in the other related
terms.

Similarly, i ‘/an signifies making known what exists in one's mind or inner self and generally
refers to public declaration without necessarily implying verbal articulation. In contrast, ijhar,
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derived from the root jahr, denotes complete and explicit manifestation through audible and open
verbal expression, thereby representing a more intensive degree of disclosure.

The distinction between ibraz and ibda’ is likewise significant. /braz refers to bringing
something from concealment into an observable and tangible state, thereby emphasizing the
manifestation of a previously hidden characteristic. Furthermore, when izhar is followed by the
preposition ‘ala, it conveys the additional meanings of superiority, dominance, and making
something prevail or become known, distinguishing it semantically from ibda’, ibraz, and i ‘lan.

Another noteworthy finding is that the Qur'anic expressions ‘alaniyah and i ‘lan generally denote
manifestation when accompanied by prior intention and deliberate volition. This reflects the
Qur'an's recognition of human intentionality as an essential element in the processes of
disclosure and social communication.

Overall, the present study demonstrates that these lexical items extend beyond their shared
meanings of manifestation and disclosure. Each contributes a distinct semantic dimension that
enriches the Qur'anic conceptualization of communication, information dissemination, and
human interaction. Consequently, identifying the subtle semantic distinctions among these terms
not only enhances the understanding of the Qur'an's lexical system but also provides valuable
insights into its ethical teachings concerning communication, public responsibility, and the
appropriate dissemination of information.
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