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Introduction

Surah Lugman, the thirty-first chapter of the Qur’an, is suitable for linguistic and communicative
analysis because it brings together wisdom, monotheism, gratitude, individual and social ethics, and
the pedagogical dialogue between Lugman and his son. The surah presents theological instruction,
ethical counsel, natural signs, eschatological warning, and paternal advice in a multilayered
communicative form. This study analyzes its linguistic functions through Roman Jakobson’s
communication model. The central question is how the surah, through its linguistic devices,
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establishes effective communication between the sender, namely God, and the direct receivers of
the text, namely human addressees, while conveying divine concepts in a layered structure.
Jakobson’s model is applied not as a comprehensive exegetical theory, but as a linguistic framework
for examining communication elements and language functions.

Materials & Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. It first outlines Jakobson’s six communication
elements—sender, receiver, message, context, code, and channel—and the corresponding language
functions: referential, emotive, phatic, metalingual, conative, and poetic. The Arabic text of Surah
Lugman is then analyzed through linguistic, semantic, and contextual indicators. Functional
attribution is not treated as thematic labeling. Each function is identified through morpho-syntactic
evidence, such as declarative sentences, imperatives, prohibitions, vocatives, diminutive forms,
emphasis, and repetition; semantic evidence, such as reporting, commanding, warning, defining, or
aesthetic expression; and contextual evidence, namely the relation of each verse to its surrounding
discourse. When several functions occur simultaneously, the study distinguishes between the
dominant function and subsidiary functions.

Discussion & Results

The findings show that Surah Lugman employs several language functions in an interconnected
manner. The referential function is prominent in verses that describe creation, divine knowledge,
natural signs, and the final destiny of human beings. References to the heavens, night and day, the
sun and moon, and ships at sea direct the addressee toward observable signs of divine order. The
phrase “Indeed, God is Subtle, All-Aware” in verse 16 is also referential and explanatory, since it
grounds God’s knowledge of hidden deeds in divine attributes.

The emotive function appears in a limited and subsidiary form, especially in the address “Ya
bunayya” (“O my dear son”). This expression combines a vocative structure with a diminutive form
and, in the context of a father-son dialogue, conveys affection, tenderness, and paternal care. Yet
the surrounding verses are usually dominated by the conative function because they command or
prohibit specific actions. The phatic function is also realized through the repeated “Ya bunayya,”
which establishes and maintains the communicative bond between Lugman and his son. Thus, this
expression overlaps with the emotive function: it conveys affection while sustaining the channel of
moral instruction.

The metalingual function is limited and must be identified cautiously. A defensible case appears in
the statement “Indeed, shirk is a great injustice.” The prohibition “Do not associate anything with
God” is primarily conative, but the following statement clarifies the meaning and nature of shirk by
defining it as a grave injustice. Thus, the metalingual role is subsidiary rather than dominant.

The conative function is highly prominent in commands and prohibitions, including the prohibition
of shirk, the command to be grateful, the establishment of prayer, enjoining right, forbidding wrong,
patience, moderation in walking, and lowering the voice. These structures orient the addressee
toward belief, worship, ethical conduct, and social responsibility. The poetic function appears
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through rhythm, brevity, repetition, imagery, and rhetorical force, especially in the comparison of
the harshest voices to the voice of donkeys.

Jakobson’s communication elements also operate coherently in the surah. The sender is God, who
communicates through revelation and the reported speech of Lugman. The receivers are human
addressees, including general audiences, Lugman’s son, and those who turn away from guidance.
The message includes monotheism, gratitude, humility, responsibility, and awareness of the
Hereafter. The context is the Meccan religious and moral environment. The code is Qur’anic
Arabic, characterized by eloquence and brevity, and the channel includes revelation, recitation, and
pedagogical dialogue.

Conclusion

Surah Lugman demonstrates the coexistence of referential, conative, emotive, phatic, poetic, and
limited metalingual functions in religious discourse. The analysis shows that a precise functional
reading requires linguistic, semantic, and contextual evidence and a distinction between dominant
and subsidiary functions. Jakobson’s model, when applied with methodological caution, clarifies
how linguistic form, semantic content, and communicative purpose interact in the Qur’anic text.

Keywords
Surah Lugman, Roman Jakobson, communication model, linguistic functions, Qur’anic linguistics,
religious discourse.
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