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Introduction

The concept of time is one of the fundamental categories in human thought and has been approached
from philosophical, theological, and scientific perspectives. In the Qur’an, however, time is not
represented through a single lexical equivalent corresponding directly to the abstract concept of
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“time.” Rather, it is articulated through a network of related lexical items, each of which conveys
particular semantic dimensions. The present study seeks to provide a comprehensive conceptual
framework for understanding the nature and significance of time from a Qur’anic perspective by
examining the semantic relations among the principal Qur’anic terms associated with temporality.

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and employs Qur’anic semantic analysis
informed by Toshihiko Izutsu’s semantic methodology. The primary data consist of Qur’anic verses
containing key temporal concepts and their corresponding interpretations in authoritative classical
and contemporary Qur’anic commentaries. The collected data were analyzed and categorized
according to two criteria: generality, referring to broader temporal concepts such as this world
(dunya), the hereafter (akhira), the past, present, and future; and specificity, referring to more
particular temporal terms such as yawm (day), shahr (month), sana (year), and dahr (age/eternity).
Through an examination of the semantic relations and contextual functions of these terms, the study
reconstructs the conceptual structure underlying the Qur’anic understanding of time.

Discussion & Results

The findings indicate that the Qur’an presents time not merely as a quantitative measure or as a
container (mazriif) within which events occur, but also as a qualitative, independent, and substantive
reality. The coexistence of the relative and the real dimensions of time suggests that temporality in
the Qur’anic worldview is not merely determined by the events or entities contained within it;
rather, time itself may exert an influence upon its contents and their modes of existence.
Furthermore, the Qur’anic conception of time cannot be reduced to a purely linear sequence of
events. The analysis suggests that the Qur’an establishes meaningful relations among the past,
present, and future, with the present functioning as a temporal locus in which the significance of
past and future is interconnected. Thus, Qur’anic temporality encompasses both quantitative and
qualitative dimensions and extends beyond a simple chronological succession toward a more
dynamic and multidimensional conception of temporal existence.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the Qur’anic conception of time constitutes a multidimensional semantic
and conceptual system in which time is simultaneously related to events, human existence, divine
action, and the transformation of temporal states. The distinction between general and specific
temporal vocabulary reveals that the Qur’an employs a rich lexical network rather than a single
term to articulate its understanding of temporality. This semantic network demonstrates that time,
from the Qur’anic perspective, possesses both relative and real dimensions and cannot be
adequately understood merely as a quantitative or linear phenomenon. Accordingly, a semantic
analysis of Qur’anic temporal vocabulary, particularly within an Izutsian framework, provides a
basis for a deeper understanding of the Qur’anic worldview concerning time.
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