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Introduction

Certain divine attributes mentioned in the Qur’an, particularly those expressed through terms that
may carry negative connotations in ordinary human usage, have long raised important
theological and exegetical questions. Among these terms is makr, which 1s commonly associated
with concealed planning, deception, or plotting in human contexts. Its attribution to God in
several Qur’anic verses has therefore generated considerable debate regarding divine
transcendence, justice, wisdom, and the avoidance of anthropomorphic conceptions of God.
Muslim exegetes have adopted different approaches to explaining divine makr. Some regard it as
a metaphorical or rhetorical attribution, particularly as an instance of verbal correspondence
(mushakalah) in response to human plotting.
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Others understand it as a genuine divine act involving concealed and decisive planning against
wrongdoing. Still others interpret it through concepts such as divine punishment, gradual
entrapment (istidraj), or the manifestation of divine power and supremacy over the schemes of
human beings.

The present study seeks to critically examine these interpretive approaches and determine which
explanation provides the most coherent account of divine makr in light of Qur’anic usage, lexical
evidence, and theological principles. The central question of the research is how Sunni and Shia
exegetes have interpreted the attribution of makr to God and which of these interpretations
demonstrates greater consistency with linguistic, Qur’anic, rational, and theological evidence.

Materials & Methods

This study employs a critical-analytical method. Data were collected through library and
documentary research and analyzed using a comparative-critical content analysis approach. The
study examines the views of fifteen prominent Sunni and Shia exegetes representing different
historical periods and interpretive orientations.

The exegetical sources examined include al-Tabart’s Jami® al-Bayan, al-Tust’s al-Tibyan, al-
Tabrist’s Majma * al-Bayan, al-Zamakhshart’s al-Kashshaf, al-Baydaw1’s Anwar al-Tanzil, Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi’s Mafatih al-Ghayb, al-Qurtubi’s al-Jami® li-Ahkam al-Qur 'an, Rashid Rida’s
Tafsir al-Manar, al-Maraght’s Tafsir al-Maraghi, al-Qasim1’s Mahasin al-Ta’wil, Sayyid Qutb’s
F1 Zilal al-Qur’an, Ibn ‘Ashiir’s al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s al-Mizan,
Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah’s Min Wahy al-Qur’an, and ‘Abdullah Javadi Amuli’s Qur’anic
interpretations.

The analysis also draws upon major lexical sources in order to clarify the semantic structure of
makr and to distinguish its core meaning from negative implications that may arise from
particular contexts of usage.

Discussion & Results

The analysis indicates that the views of the selected exegetes can be classified into five major
interpretive models.

The first model understands divine makr as a genuine, wise, and just divine act operating within
the framework of divine guidance, punishment, and recompense. According to this approach,
divine makr is not an initial act of deception but a response to deliberate human wrongdoing and
is therefore compatible with divine justice and wisdom.

The second model interprets divine makr primarily as a rhetorical or metaphorical attribution,
particularly through mushakalah or verbal correspondence. According to this view, the Qur’an
employs the same term for God’s response to human plotting without implying that the human
and divine acts are identical in nature.
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The third model regards divine makr as a real and concealed divine strategy through which God
nullifies the schemes of His opponents and manifests His superior power and authority. This
interpretation emphasizes the effectiveness, decisiveness, and supremacy of divine planning.

The fourth model adopts a multidimensional approach and moves between literal, metaphorical,
and analogical interpretations. Exegetes in this group present several possible explanations
without consistently committing themselves to a single semantic model.

The fifth model interprets divine makr primarily in terms of istidraj, whereby wrongdoers are
gradually granted opportunities, blessings, or respite until they ultimately face the consequences
of their actions.

The critical evaluation of these models demonstrates that interpretations based exclusively on
metaphor, rhetorical correspondence, istidraj, or manifestations of divine power do not fully
resolve the central theological and semantic problem. Lexical analysis suggests that makr does
not intrinsically denote deception, evil, or injustice. Its primary sense concerns concealed
planning or management, while its moral value depends upon its purpose and context.
Furthermore, even where the notions of harm or deception are associated with particular
instances of makr, the Qur’anic attribution of makr to God occurs within a context of
recompense and response to prior wrongdoing. It therefore represents a just and proportionate
divine reaction rather than an arbitrary or morally objectionable act.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the most coherent interpretation is one that understands divine makr as
a real, concealed, just, and wise divine act carried out in response to human plotting, injustice,
and deliberate wrongdoing. Such an interpretation is compatible with the Qur’anic usage of the
term, its lexical foundations, and fundamental theological principles concerning divine justice
and wisdom.

Accordingly, there is no necessary linguistic or theological reason to interpret every attribution of
makr to God as merely metaphorical or rhetorical. Interpretations based on mushakalah, istidraj,
divine power, or the general operation of divine traditions may illuminate particular dimensions
or consequences of divine makr, but they should be regarded as complementary explanations
rather than complete substitutes for its primary meaning.

Divine makr can therefore be understood as a genuine and concealed divine measure that
responds justly to human wrongdoing and ultimately demonstrates the supremacy of divine
wisdom over human schemes.

Keywords
Qur’anic exegesis; divine makr; anthropomorphic attributes; Sunni and Shia exegetes;
anthropomorphism
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