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Introduction

This study aims to analyze the relationship between responsibility and concern within the
semantic system of the Holy Qur'an, focusing on a semantic analysis of the term *huzn*
(grief/sorrow) and its derivatives. The central research question is to what extent the concept
of *huzn* in Qur'anic usage extends beyond its affective connotation of sorrow and becomes
linked to the anxiety arising from a sense of ethical obligation and responsibility.
Accordingly, the research seeks to clarify the position of *huzn* in elucidating the
relationship between the responsibility of the believing individual and the concerns stemming
from the consequences of action, the fulfillment of duty, and eschatological destiny. The
research methodology is descriptive-analytical, grounded in a structuralist semantic approach
and an analysis of syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations within semantic fields. To this end,
all instances of the root *h-z-n* in the Qur'an were extracted and examined in relation to co-
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hypo-field terms such as *khawf* (fear), *ghamm™* (anguish), *dig* (distress), and *bathth*
(grief/anguish), in order to reconstruct the semantic components of *huzn* and its place
within the Qur'anic conceptual network.

Results & Conclusion

The findings indicate that *huzn* in the Qur'an does not merely denote sorrow or
psychological distress; rather, in many instances, it is associated with a type of anxiety arising
from moral awareness, a sense of responsibility, and attentiveness to the consequences of
one's actions. From this perspective, part of the experience of *huzn* in the life of a believer
is rooted in the preoccupation with fulfilling one's duty, the loss of opportunities for good,
and consideration of the moral and spiritual outcomes of human behavior. Furthermore,
usages such as *"la khawfun ‘alayhim wa-ld hum yahzaniin"* (no fear shall be upon them,
nor shall they grieve) demonstrate that the removal of *huzn* in the Qur'anic logic does not
signify a negation of responsibility, but rather the elimination of debilitating anxieties and the
instillation of assurance regarding the ultimate outcome of responsibility, in light of faith and
divine guidance. Accordingly, the semantic analysis of *huzn* reveals that the Qur'an
establishes a meaningful connection between responsibility and concern, such that the anxiety
arising from moral commitment can be an integral part of the believer's experience. However,
this concern ultimately finds its meaning and resolution within the horizon of trust in God
and certainty in the fulfillment of divine promises.

Keywords
Holy Qur'an, huzn (grief/sorrow), khawf (fear), anxiety, concern/worry, responsibility,
structural semantics
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14 Chief magistrate of a town, of a quarter of a large city, a village or a large estate — mayor, burgomaster,
headman.
15 Overseer, servant in a synagogue
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16 Magistrate, mayor

17 Overseer a synagogue

18 Sexton in synagogue

19 Superintendent, Officer

20 Be sad, be sorrowful, be grieved, be in mourning, have compassion, be sorry for, sympathize.
21 To be sad
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22 To be very sad
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