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Introduction

This research aims to elucidate the complex psychological and social mechanisms leading to the
voluntary acceptance of Satan's dominion in human beings, focusing on verse 100 of Surah An-
Nahl. Within the Quranic intellectual framework, the confrontation between human will and sa-
tanic tempting forces is considered a fundamental concept in religious anthropology. The noble
verse, "Indeed, his authority is only over those who take him as a protector (yatawallawnahu),"
explicitly negates any notion of inherent, coercive, or intrinsic authority of Satan, conditioning its
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realization upon the conscious and active human choice in accepting his guardianship (tawalli).
The verse's emphasis on two key concepts — "Sultan" (authority/dominion/power) and "Tawalli"
(taking as a protector/guardian, accepting allegiance and friendship) — raises a fundamental ques-
tion in the fields of psychology of religion and behavioral sciences: What are the psychological
mechanisms and social processes that lead to this voluntary acceptance and, ultimately, the reali-
zation of dominion, and how do they operate? The present study seeks to provide a comprehen-
sive analysis of this process by addressing two major gaps in the existing literature: namely, the
lack of an integrated analytical framework combining Quranic concepts, exegetical works, and
psycho-social theories, and the relative neglect of the collective and engineered dimensions of sa-
tanic influence.

Materials and Methods

This study is qualitative in nature and explanatory-integrative in purpose, conducted using a mul-
ti-stage mixed method. The primary method was intra-Quranic exegesis (tafsir al-Qur'an bil-
Qur'an) centered on verse 100 of Surah An-Nahl. Verses related to the key concepts of "Sultan,"
"Tawalli,” "Shaytan" (Satan), "Waswasa" (whispering), "Ighwa’," and “"Taghat" (false dei-
ties/tyrannical powers) were extracted throughout the Quran, and their semantic network was
mapped. Subsequently, the exegetical views of prominent Shi'a and Sunni commentators regard-
ing these concepts and the focal verse were collected and systematized. Then, using an interdisci-
plinary approach, selected psychological and social theories (Freud's structural model of personal-
ity, Deci and Ryan's Self-Determination Theory, Cialdini's six principles of influence, and theo-
ries of hope and positive emotion) were chosen based on their conceptual relevance to Quranic
themes and integrated horizontally and comparatively with the exegetical findings. In the final
analysis stage, data from the previous stages were combined within a framework of qualitative
content analysis (deductive-inductive), and the final conceptual model of the research was de-
signed. To concretize the model, illustrative examples such as the phenomena of addiction and
virtual spaces were considered as analytical case studies.

Discussion & Results

The integrated analysis of the research led to the following key findings:

The Conditional and Interactive Nature of Dominion: Satan's dominion is not inherent, coercive,
or a supernatural invasion, but rather the consequence of an "unwanted interactive collaboration"
in which the human, through the voluntary act of "Tawalli," provides the necessary condition for
the realization of "Sultan."

Semantic Analysis: In this verse, "Sultan™ denotes both persuasive-cognitive influence (as a con-
vincing argument/proof) and practical dominance following its acceptance. "Tawalli" transcends
transient obedience; it signifies establishing a mutual, stable relationship based on the conscious
acceptance of Satan's guardianship and authority, which exegetes equate with shirk (polytheism as
the substitution of ultimate allegiance).

The Downward Spiral Model of Dominion at the Intra-Psychic Level: This process begins with
the stimulation of the "Commanding Self" (al-Nafs al-Ammarah) — conceptually analogous to
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Freud's "1d" — and the gradual weakening of the agent of will or the "Ego™ as well as the "Supere-
go" (moral conscience). At the peak of this weakness, the individual, to escape conflict, resorts to
"surrendering autonomy" (consistent with Self-Determination Theory) to a non-divine authority.
Satan makes this surrender appealing by falsely and deviantly promising to satisfy the innate psy-
chological needs for "Competence” and "Relatedness."

The Downward Spiral Model at the Social Level: The internal process above is facilitated and in-
tensified within a context of “social engineering.”" "Hizb al-Shaytan" as a deviant social network
employs principles of social influence such as Social Proof (normalizing sin), Authority (obedi-
ence to charismatic leaders), and Liking (creating emotional attachment) to establish false norms.
The tool of "Tazyin" (making [evil] appear fair/seeming), by distorting perception and represent-
ing sin as attractive or reasonable, aids this process. The ultimate result is "Ighwa’" — the entice-
ment of the individual into this network and the consolidation of allegiance.

The Upward Spiral Model of Immunity (The System of Spiritual Resilience): In contrast, effec-
tive confrontation is based on a resilient system whose core consists of "Tawakkul” and
"Isti'adha.”" "Tawakkul," by creating a "God-centered autonomy" and transferring the locus of
control to God, strengthens the foundation of the "Ego" and moral agency while reducing anxiety.
"Isti'adha,” as a rapid cognitive-emotional self-regulation skill, neutralizes negative emotions by
severing connection with the tempting stimulus and redefining the meaningful framework. These
mechanisms, in line with Hope Theory (strengthening goal-oriented thinking, pathways, and
agency) and the Broaden-and-Build Theory (neutralizing negative emotions and building psycho-
logical resources), create a resistant psychological capital against influence.

The Final Model: The confrontation between humanity and Satan is depicted as two opposing spi-
rals: the Downward Spiral of Dominion (starting from internal weakening and surrender of auton-
omy, intensified by social engineering, leading to captivity) and the Upward Spiral of Immunity
(starting from Tawakkul and God-centered autonomy, reinforced by spiritual skills, leading to re-
silience).

Conclusion

The research demonstrated that understanding the phenomenon of submitting to Satan's dominion
requires an integrated, interdisciplinary perspective based on human free will. Satan's dominion is
not a deterministic coercion but the consequence of a complex interaction between free human
choice, structural vulnerabilities of the human psyche (the Commanding Self, psychological
needs), and the intelligent social engineering of the environment by deviant networks (the Party of
Satan). Understanding these triple mechanisms (intra-psychic, interpersonal-social, and spiritual)
necessitates a multi-faceted approach to confrontation. The final conclusion emphasizes the need
for a simultaneous approach on three levels:

Individual-Psychological Level: Empowering a conscious and responsible "Ego" and teaching
self-regulation skills.

Social-Cultural Level: Creating and supporting social environments and institutions that foster
innate values and healthy norms to neutralize the social engineering of sin.
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Spiritual-Existential Level: Deepening and internalizing spiritual coping skills such as Tawakkul
and Isti'adha as the central core of resilience.

Suggestions

Empirical Testing of the Model: Designing and validating indigenous instruments to measure
constructs such as "degree of Tawakkul” or "propensity for Tawalli" and investigating their
relationship with psychological (e.g., resilience, self-control) and social variables.

Comparative Studies: Examining the proposed model within other theological traditions
(Christian, Jewish) or schools of moral philosophy to enrich comparative moral anthropology.
Field Research and Discourse Analysis: Conducting qualitative studies (interviews, ethnography)
or discourse analysis within specific religious-social contexts to observe the actual reproduction
of the mechanisms of dominion and immunity.

Designing Applied Interventions: Translating theoretical findings into practical educational and
pedagogical programs, such as designing packages for "strengthening God-centered autonomy"
for adolescents or "religious media literacy" to counter social engineering in virtual spaces.

Keywords
Satan's Dominion, Psychology of Religion, Quranic Exegesis, Tawakkul (Reliance on God),
Spiritual Resilience, Social Engineering, Self-Determination Theory, Social Influence
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