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Introduction

Kinayah (indirect/allusive expression) represents one of the most sophisticated rhetorical mecha-
nisms in Arabic and sacred discourse. In the Holy Qur’an, kinayah transcends decorative or or-
namental verbal artifice; it constitutes an integral, deliberate communicative strategy embedded
within divine speech to safeguard moral decorum, enhance cognitive engagement, convey theo-
logical realities, and articulate legal injunctions without coarse directness.

Although classical rhetoricians systematically catalogued the structural taxonomy of kindyah, its
multifaceted hermeneutical and theological functions within classical Qur’anic exegesis have of-
ten been examined only peripherally.

Majma * al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, authored by the prominent sixth/twelfth-century scholar
Abu ‘Al1 al-Fadl b. al-Hasan al-Tabrisi, stands as a premier exegetical synthesis integrating phi-

! f-dastranj@araku.ac.ir
2 dhaifallah91@gmail.com

VPO


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8663-7114
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8663-7114

Vol: 10, No:3, Fall 2026 Quarterly Journal of Quranic studies and Islamic culture
VEe0 5L g oslad a3 Il el Ko s G153 Slallas als aslidsd

lology, syntactic parsing, variant readings (gira at), theological debate, and rhetoric (balaghah).
The fundamental problem addressed by this study is how Tabrist methodologically treats kinayah,
transforming it from a merely literary trope into an active exegetical instrument (manhajiyyah) for
uncovering the latent semantic horizons of the sacred text. Consequently, this study addresses
three central questions: (1) What linguistic and conceptual principles govern Tabrisi’s analysis of
kindyah? (2) What rhetorical-exegetical functions does kindyah perform in resolving legal, ethi-
cal, and theological issues within Majma " al-Bayan? and (3) How does Tabris1 utilize allusive
strategies (talwih) and semantic intensification (mubdlaghah) to demonstrate Qur’anic inimitabil-
ity while upholding absolute divine transcendence (fanzih)?

Materials & Methods

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical and inductive textual design grounded in rhetorical and
exegetical analysis. The primary textual corpus is Majma ‘ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an by al-
Tabris1. The methodological procedure involves an exhaustive survey of Qur’anic instances where
Tabrist explicitly diagnoses or analytically unpacks kinayah.

These instances are classified according to classical rhetorical categories (kindyah of attribute,
kinayah of the qualified entity, and kindyah of relation), as well as degrees of interpretive media-
tion (allusion/talwih, code/ramz, sign/ima’, and oblique insinuation/ta rid).

The analysis reconstructs TabrisT’s interpretive logic by systematically examining how he inte-
grates lexical roots, syntactic structures (such as particle positioning and conditional coordina-
tion), pre-Islamic and early Arabic poetic attestations (shawahid), and core theological-legal
frameworks to account for the interpretive shift from literal meaning (al-ma ‘na al-asli) to allusive
semantic capacity (al-ma na al-kina 7).

Discussion & Results

The inductive examination reveals that kindyah in Tabrisi’s Majma“ al-Bayan operates across
four interrelated, functional domains:

Reinforcing Inimitability and Aesthetic Sanctity: Kinayah makes imperceptible or sensitive reali-
ties tangible. In Sirat al-Bagarah (2:197), Tabrist analyzes the term al-rafath as a modest allusion
to marital intimacy and amorous discourse, showing how divine discourse communicates precise
legal boundaries while safeguarding ritual reverence and moral propriety during the pilgrimage. In
Surat al-Haqqah (69:4), replacing the explicit term for the Resurrection with the allusive title al-
Qari ‘ah vividly strikes auditory and psychological awe into the listener, aurally and semantically
portraying catastrophic eschatological upheaval. Furthermore, in examining sensory attributes
such as akhdh bi-I-nasiyah (11:56), Tabris1 demonstrates that kinayah of attribute articulates abso-
lute divine sovereignty and subservience of creation without falling into anthropomorphic corpo-
rality (tajsim). Similarly, min ghayr sii’ (20:22) exemplifies a kindyah of relation that negates dis-
ease or leprosy (baras) while maintaining sublime prophetic dignity.
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Five-Tiered Semantic Expansion: Kinayah expands the semantic circumference of the divine text
beyond fixed lexical parameters across five distinct levels:

Teleological expansion: In 2:223 (harth), marital intimacy is elevated from a mere physical in-
stinct to a spiritual, purpose-driven responsibility aimed at moral progeny and divine mindfulness
(tagwa).

Causal expansion: In 18:49 (ma ‘amili hadiran), mentioning the act itself rather than its retribu-
tion establishes an intrinsic, ontological cause-and-effect link between earthly conduct and escha-
tological embodiment.

Attributive expansion: In 18:99 (tarakna), the literal act of abandonment is reinterpreted as the
withdrawal of cosmic restraint in accordance with divine cosmic laws, protecting divine tran-
scendence.

Symbolic expansion: In 74:4 (wa-thiyabaka fa-tahhir), clothing serves as a symbolic allusion to
the inner soul, deeds, and moral character of the Prophet.

Conditional expansion: In 22:28 (yadhkurii isma Allah), invoking God’s name substitutes for sac-
rificial slaughter itself, underscoring that physical ritual acquires religious validity only when
fused with monotheistic remembrance.

Strategic Employment of Talwih (Allusion over Explicit Statement): By relying on mental and ra-
tional concomitants, TabrisT demonstrates that allusion preserves modesty, broadens legal injunc-
tions, and extracts universal moral maxims. In 2:235 (/@ tuwa ‘idithunna sirran), the allusive word
sirr encompasses all inappropriate pre-marital courtship and illicit intimacy during the waiting pe-
riod (‘iddah). In 25:28 (fulanan khalilan), concealing the historical individual’s explicit name be-
hind the common pronoun fulan universalizes the cautionary tale across all human history. In 5:75
(kana ya’kulani al-ta‘am), attributing physical eating to Jesus and Mary constitutes an unassaila-
ble rational demonstration of physiological contingency, excretion, and createdness, logically
dismantling claims to divinity with utmost literary refinement.

Semantic Intensification and Rhetorical Hyperbole (al-Mubdalaghah al-Dalaliyyah): Kindayah
magnifies ideological and emotional impact. In 39:67 (al-ard jami 'an qabdatuhu), the corporeal
image denotes total cosmic subjugation under omnipotent divine dominion. In 44:29 (fa-ma bakat
‘alayhim al-sama’ wa-I-ard), inverted poetic hyperbole expresses the utter worthlessness of arro-
gant tyrants whose ruin left creation undisturbed. In 62:8 (fa-innahu muldqikum), conditional syn-
tax reinforces the inescapable reality and dynamic certitude of confronting mortality.

Conclusion

Tabrist’s interpretive methodology exhibits an organic functional synthesis of syntax, lexicogra-
phy, theology, and rhetoric. Kinayah in Majma * al-Bayan is not a stylistic luxury, but a rigorous
exegetical apparatus that maintains divine transcendence (tanzih), safeguards textual and moral
decorum, expands legal-ethical significance, and intensifies psychological suasion. Tabris1 there-
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by provides a compelling classical model for modern functional-semantic approaches to the
Qur’anic text.
Keywords

The Holy Qur’an; Tabrist; Majma * al-Bayan, Kindyah; Qur’anic Rhetoric; Exegetical Function;
Semantic Expansion; Inimitability (7 jaz).
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