Quranic Studies & Islamic Culture, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 8, No.1, Spring 2024, -
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2024.41498.1976

Analysis of the kernels of the story of Adam from the perspective
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interpretations)
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Abstact

In the contemporary era, the humanities offer new perspectives on human issues,
providing fresh insights into classical literature. One such approach is structuralism,
leading to fields like Narratology and Poststructuralism. This article aims to analyze the
structure of Adam's biographical narrative using a structuralist approach. The analysis
involves examining kernels in three Persian interpretive texts of the Quran: translations
of Tafsir Al-Tabari, Kashf al-Asrar va 'uddat al-abrar, and Rawz al-Jinan va ravh al-
janan. While these texts share similarities as they are derived from the Holy Quran
(which is rigidly interpreted by Muslims), each text differs in its details. The primary
focus is on exploring these differences despite their common source and what they
signify. Our examination reveals variations in narrative details across the texts,
influenced by the interpreter's unique era and ideology, reflecting significant discourses
of their time. Through narratology, Adam's story can be distilled into ten kernels, further
condensed into four fundamental units.
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