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Abstract

The present article deals with the complex cluster of the concept of " Mother™ in the Quran with
a cognitive approach, what is said about the mother in the structure of kinship represents a
common concept of "Mother", but depending on different cultures, we can face different types
of this concept.The methodological strategy of the current article is to use the Foundation
prototype categorization and achieve an ldealized Cognitive Model regarding the concept of
“Mother*“in the Qur'an. The result of the study in the Qur'anic corpus,consisting of 88 verses
that have themes related to the field of "motherhood™; Nine cognitive models were obtained,
and by placing the mentioned models next to each other,the composite cluster of the concept
of "Mother" in the Qur'an was obtained: It should be noted that the obtained models,including
the model of Biological Mother, Grand Mother,Foster Mother,Step Mother,Adoptive Mother
and Unmarried Mother,are common with the model presented by Layoff, the models of
Surrogate Mother and Donor Mother are among the models that are not mentioned in the
Qur'an,and instead,in the composite cluster of the concept of mother in the Qur'an,the model
of Spiritual Mother and Virgin Mother can be found.
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1. Introduction

Within kinship systems and families, women, by virtue of their nature and the act of creation,
manifest themselves in three natural roles: daughter, wife, and mother. Among these three roles,
it is the status and position of motherhood that gives women a special place. A mother binds the
members of a family together and plays a significant role in child-rearing.

What has been said about the mother and her position in the kinship structure and family
represents a common understanding of the concept of 'mother.' However, depending on different
eras and cultures, one can encounter various types of this concept; types that are conventionally
generalized and preserved. The present research aims to trace the types of the category of
'mother' within the Qur'anic semantic system and to examine their interrelationships.

Research Question(s)

1. How many cognitive models comprise the clustering of the concept of ""mother™ in
the Quran, and which cognitive model is considered the most ideal within this
composite cluster?

2. Beyond the cognitive models proposed by Lakoff, are there any other models
presented within the Quranic conceptual system?

2. Literature Review

Regarding the research background, it is worth noting that numerous works have been written on
the topic of 'mother," emphasizing her importance, status, and responsibilities. Additionally, there
are numerous writings available on the jurisprudential issues related to mothers, such as
inheritance, breastfeeding, marriage, and so on. The distinction between the present research
from previous writings lies in the fact that this study, by achieving a composite cluster of
'mother’ in the Quran and introducing the ideal cognitive model, while introducing the method of
achieving a composite conceptual cluster in a cognitive perspective, identifies and explains
various types of cognitive models regarding this concept in the Quranic corpus.

3. Methodology

Categorization: Categorization is a crucial cognitive and linguistic ability that provides
structure and coherence to perceptions derived from experiences. In categorization, phenomena
and events are organized into cognitive and conceptual categories, and language, as the most
important tool for representing cognition, offers lexical categories to classify these experiences.
Classical categorization theory emphasizes the existence of specific features for membership in
categories, while Wittgenstein, by introducing the concept of "family resemblance,” criticized
this view and stated that members of a category do not need to share a fixed principle, but can be
related to each other through relative similarities.
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In the cognitive approach, categories have a radial structure; there is a central subcategory
(prototype) and other members are related to it with varying degrees of similarity. The prototype,
as the best member of the category, shares the most common features with other members and is
retrieved faster. For example, in the category "mother,” a natural mother is considered a
prototype because it has the highest match with the category features. Other members, such as a
stepmother or grandmother, are placed in the category based on their similarity to the prototype.

Idealized Cognitive Model (ICM): First introduced by Lakoff in his book "Women, Fire, and
Dangerous Things," Idealized Cognitive Models (ICMs) organize linguistic knowledge based on
Gestalt structure and empirical knowledge. These models emphasize the idea that semantic and
contextual knowledge can be understood holistically and cannot be examined separately. For
instance, the ideal cognitive model of a "natural mother" is observed globally and can be
considered as a standard model of the concept of "mother.

In a composite cluster model, multiple cognitive models are combined to form a more complex
and comprehensive concept. According to the classical approach, the necessary and sufficient
conditions for a "mother” can be defined as a woman who gives birth to and raises a child.
However, this definition is limited and does not encompass all aspects of the concept of
"mother.” In reality, the concept of "mother" is composed as a composite model of several
individual cognitive models, which together form a cluster model and cover a wider range of this
concept

The data analyzed in this research was gathered to achieve a composite cluster of the concept of
'mother’ in the Quran. To obtain the required corpus, a manual search of Quranic verses was
conducted based on keywords related to the domain of 'mother," including 'umm' (mother),
keywords related to breastfeeding, pregnancy, childbirth, and so on. Additionally, the
researcher's linguistic expertise and previous studies on the subject were consulted. After
forming the corpus, the verses were examined and clustered based on a cognitive model.
Subsequently, each of the cognitive models was analyzed separately, and finally, the composite

.Cluster of the concept of 'mother’ in the Holy Quran was analyzed and evaluated

4. Conclusion

In the nuclear family structure, a 'mother' is defined as a married woman who gives birth to,
nurtures, and cares for a child. This concept can vary across different cultures. The present study,
by examining 88 verses of the Quran, has explored various types of the concept of 'mother’ based
on prototype-based categorization and the idealized cognitive model. The cognitive models of
the concept of 'mother’ in the Quran are organized radially, meaning there is a central
subcategory and other subcategories are formed based on their similarity to it. The cognitive
model of a 'natural mother' serves as the central subcategory and prototype, presenting the
mother as the father's wife, pregnant, and nurturing the child, and having a two-way and
fundamental relationship with the child. Other cognitive models are also defined in the Quran,
including 'grandmother’ who has rights similar to the father and mother, but with priority given
to the parents; 'mother-in-law' who has a related relationship through marriage and converges
with the grandmother model if she has grandchildren; ‘foster mother' who establishes a causal
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relationship with the child through breastfeeding but is not legally considered a natural mother;
'stepmother’ who is the father's wife and has a related relationship with the child; 'spiritual
mother' referring to the wives of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who have different legal status
compared to a natural mother; ‘'unmarried mother' and ‘'virgin mother' (Virgin Mary) are also
models that emphasize the preservation of legal lineage and the miracle of virgin birth,
respectively. Each of these models, with its unique characteristics, represents the complex and
multi-layered structure of the concept of 'mother’ in the Holy Quran
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