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Abstract

Thought and knowledge is a consequence of the way of life and is related to the interests of the
bad and the good of people and other cultural, social and political components in the context of
history. The change and evolution of human knowledge and other cultural and social components
made people's understanding of the revelation text heterogeneous. Due to the disparate currents
of thought in the early century, which arose from different elements and ways of approaching the
institution of power, she created special foundations and angles, which created different types of
understanding of the text. Therefore, the present research seeks to answer the question of why
the types of understanding of the text of the Holy Quran in the first century of Hijri. This
descriptive and historical research, based on library documents, has tried to answer this question
in an intertextual way with multiple discourses and components related to it, such as history,
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roots, relationships, communication, interactions, effectiveness and Dependences on tribal and
racial elements, which determine the type of interpretation of the commentators, were searched
as effective factors in the understanding of the text in this century.

Key words: Interpretation, text comprehension, power, discourse, typology

1- Introduction

In the philosophical thought of pre-existentialism, all types of beings, including humans, have a
certain essence and nature, and all people of the species have certain and fixed characteristics.
Like the types of trees that have the nature of being "tree" and can be classified as trees. But in
the view of existentialism, people do not have a general, common and predetermined nature;
Rather, they have different existential conditions from each other, and in interaction with each
other and the context in which they lived, they make special decisions and choices with
awareness and free will, After that, they find a special nature that makes them special and unique
in relation to each other.(Sartre, 1386: vol.28, 40-41) Therefore, the perception of the existence
of people is prior to their nature. Of course, in front of the two intense views of essentialism and
existentialism, a middle state is imaginable. In this insight, although people have a common
biological-psychological form and match with special physical and mental needs, but with
continuous interaction with natural and human factors, they are always destroying, producing
and optimizing their identity. Therefore, people's understandings are based on relationships or
situations. In this point of view, each of the early understanders presented different
understandings, having different existential conditions in dealing with situations as well as their
connection in terms of distance and proximity to the power component. From this point of view,
the development of interpretive, theological and other writings in the first century of Hijri can be
traced to psychological, cultural and power-oriented motivations.(Arkon, 2014: 21) Next, the
lived component refers to the different existential conditions of people who are in a different
existential situation from other people. In addition, the approach of faith to the early
commentators and the special attitude towards the Companions and the privilege of justice and
knowledge due to the simultaneity or companionship with the Prophet (PBUH) made their
identity and character special compared to others and their speech and behavior areas as Sunnah.
, the religious and sacred identity was considered and their understanding and interpretative
action was the focus of the later generations and later on it was considered as a school of
interpretation. In addition to the philosophy of existentialism, the significance of understandings
in the first century of Hijri is related to their existence in many discourses. In order to read it
again, it is necessary to recognize its constituent components. Therefore, the main question of
this research is formulated as follows:

A- What was the process of understanding the Holy Quran in the first century?
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Sub-question: B- What are the influential factors and components in understanding the revelation
text in the first century of Hijri?

2- Research background

The scope of the verses, the meaning and understanding of the Qur'anic propositions and the
attachment of Muslim believers to the openness and revelation of the verses became a platform
for the discovery of the knowledge of interpretation and the writing of numerous books of
interpretation and sciences related to it. Theorizing about how to understand and interpret the
Qur'an in the first century of Islam is related to heterogeneous fields such as interpretation
methods and Qur'anic sciences as common and comprehensive topics. Which were developed in
the following centuries, in which we can find the foundations of understanding in the first
century. Tafsir of Ibn Abbas, Tafsir of Mujahid (104 AH), Tafsir of Kalbi (146 AH), (Al-Wazh fi
Tafsir al-Qur’an by Dinori, which became famous in later times as Tanweer al-Magbas | Tafsir
of Ibn Abbas), Tafsir of Sufyan Al-Thawri (161 AH); Tafsir of Ibn Wahhab (AD 197), Tafsir of
Mugatil 1bn Sulaiman (AD 150), Tafsir of Ghareeb Al-Qur'an (Ibn Qatibham. 276), the problem
of the Qur'an (the same), the meanings of the Qur'an Fara (AD 207); Tafsir al-Qur'an (Abd al-
Razzaq bin Hammam al-Sanaani AD 211); Tafsir Sahl Testari (AD 283) Kitab al-Tanzil va al-
Tabadil (Al-Siari, AD about 260) Tafsir Ayashi and Ali Ibn Ibrahim Qomi. Of course,
independent writings were written about schools of interpretation and methods of interpretation,
which investigated the school and method of interpretation of the Companions and followers.

The article "Interpretive divisions with emphasis on religion, method, tendency, school and
methods of interpretation” by Cheghini and others is in this direction. The article "Evaluation of
Gillio's critical opinions regarding the legitimacy of ijtihadi interpretation” (Hasan Rezaei
Haftadro and others, 8-32) has investigated the approach of Orientalists regarding the method of
interpretation in the beginning of the Islamic era. The essay "Investigation of changes in the
concept of the prophetic tradition during the first two centuries of Hijri" by (Qasimpour, 109-
132) by examining the semantic changes of the prophetic tradition as a concept during the first
two centuries of Islam with influence from different currents, is a small part of this effort is
interpretive.

3- Research method

The method of this essay is interpretative and historical narration as the text and with the
application of literary criticism and the lived experience of commentators, an attempt was made
to re-read the influential factors of the understanding of the Holy Quran in the first century of
Islam. In this search, the text's readers were in addition to the existential conditions of continuous
interaction with the surrounding environment and historical context and interaction with the
special issues and questions of their time, and these social contexts became the cause of disparate
understandings.



Vol: 8, No: 2, Summer 2024 Quarterly Journal of Quranic studies and Islamic culture
VEaY QLT.....;L? ‘(’); a;\.a.«jl “M JLA jU..w‘ &Jﬁjéjﬁ _)LJLEA ;Q.LGML.L&}

4- Research results

Knowing the discourse that governs understanding as a meta-linguistic component in the time
after the death of the Prophet (PBUH) in the way of reading the revelation text by the beginning
understanders determines the type of their understanding. One of the influential factors in
understanding the text of revelation in the first century of Hijri can be found in extra-linguistic
elements related to social institutions such as politics in terms of distance or proximity to it, in
interaction with non-Muslim religious institutions. The existence of theological, philosophical
and mystical elements and literature and elements of individual psychology were also effective
in this understanding. In the early days of Islam, the variety of understandings benefited from
narrative and theoretical support, and in addition, the dispersion of the Companions, the role of
the tribal system, the ethnic context in the vastness of the Islamic land, and their coexistence and
interaction have been influential in the understanding of the revelation text. One of the
determining factors of the understanding of the first century of Hijri is the way the power
institution operates in tribal settings. Such an action can be recovered in the newly opened lands
of Kufa and Basra and the role of the authority in organizing it. The efforts of the political rulers
after the Prophet (PBUH) to align their understandings in line with the institution of power is the
determinant of understanding in this era.
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