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Abstract

Given that one of the most important aspects of the miracle of the Qur'an is the literary and
rhetorical miracles and the use of each word in the verses, arising from the wisdom of God and
to fulfill a specific mission, it is necessary to explore the semantic characteristics of the
vocabulary in the Quran, including the imminent and widely used vocabulary "Ja'a" and "Ata".
This article is intended to use the library method, while criticizing and examining the prominent
views on the semantic distinction of the words "Ja'a" and "ATa" in the verses, to explain the
angles of the subtleties hidden beyond the use of the Qur'an of these words. The other objective
of this study is to process how these semantic subtleties are reflected in the most important
Persian translations.

From this study, the views of Rajab Esfahani and Muhammad shuhrawar were the most
successful in explaining the semantic distinctions of the verbs "Ja'a" and "ATa" in the Qur‘an.
Still, unfortunately, Persian translators of the Qur'anic language, regardless of the Semantic
analysis of the Qur'an, did not reflect these semantic subtleties in their translation and somehow
uncontrollably, paid attention to the equivalent of this vocabulary.
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem

The verb <s(Ja'a) is derived from the root ¢ s z (J-Y-°) and the verbal noun s>« (Maji). It
can be used both intransitively and transitively. For example, ) <(Ja'a Zayd) means "he
came" or "he arrived," while 13 <ia(Jittu Zaydan) translates to "I came to him." Additionally,
this verb can take the preposition <4(Ba), conveying the meaning of bringing something
(Fioumi, 2/116). Generally, the meanings of coming and bringing are present in all derivatives of
the root ¢ (J-Y-°), which may manifest in various forms depending on context (Raghib, p.
212).Similarly, the verb ' (Ata) is derived from the root s <! (A-T-Y) or 5 <) (A-T-W) and
the verbal noun ¢\ (Atiyan). It is used in both intransitive and transitive senses. Its meanings of
coming and bringing are fully expressed in all its derivatives (Mostafavi, 1/29). For instance, a
flowing river is referred to as S\(Atiyy), while a stranger wandering from one side to another is
called ¢sYl(Atawi) (Raghib, p. 60). Furthermore, sometimes the verbs s»and Jlare employed
to mean addressing or managing affairs (Fioumi, 2/16).

This research investigates the semantic distinctions between the verbs ¢»(Ja'a) and (Ata) as
used in the verses of the Quran. This study aims to critically analyze these verbs' usage within
the Quran and explore how their meanings are reflected in Persian translations of the Quran.

Research Background

Despite the frequent use of ssand i, there remains a lack of comprehensive research
addressing their semantic differences. Some scholars argue that these terms are interchangeable,
attributing variations in usage to stylistic choices rather than meaningful distinctions. However,
such a view fails to account for the specific contexts in which each verb is employed. This
research seeks to clarify whether these two verbs are synonymous or if their differences carry
significant implications for interpretation.

Previous studies have highlighted instances where certain terms exclusively accompany one verb
or the other, indicating a potential semantic distinction. For example, terms like “Jdas (Al-
A'raf/53), “0be” (Al-Mumtahana/12), and “slsa” (Al-Qasas/71) appear only with &, while
others such as “caladl” (Maryam/23), “<Sddl ¢)sa” (Yusuf/72), and “,5” (Al-Ma'idah/15) are
solely associated with s, Furthermore, many verses exhibit overlapping usage of both verbs,
prompting further investigation into their meanings and implications.This research builds upon
existing literature by examining how various factors—such as emphasis on origin and purpose,
relevance of substance and attribute, attainment or non-attainment of goals, relevance of
consciousness and choice, direction of inclination, perspectives of both speaker and audience, as
well as ease or difficulty of subject matter—contribute to distinguishing between these two
verbs. Notably, scholars like Dr. Fadil Al-Samarrai have previously touched upon these
differences but have not conducted independent studies focusing specifically on this
topic.Research

Methodology
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The methodology employed in this research is primarily library-based, involving a critical
review of existing literature on the semantic distinctions between <\sand . The study includes
an analysis of Quranic verses where these verbs appear, aiming to uncover subtle nuances in
their meanings. Additionally, this research examines major Persian translations of the Quran to
assess how these semantic subtleties are reflected in translated texts.

Results

From the findings of this research, it can be inferred that linguists and Quranic scholars have
explored the two frequently used verbs ¢»(Ja'a) and &' (Ata) in the verses of the Quran to
uncover the subtle nuances of meaning within the text. Some argue that there is no significant
semantic distinction between these terms, attributing their different usages merely to stylistic
variation. However, this perspective does not adequately address the reasons behind these
variations in expression and context within the verses.Consequently, researchers have sought to
investigate the specific semantic properties of each of these two verbs in the context of the
Quran, aiming to uncover the reasons for this variation in expression. Factors such as emphasis
on origin and purpose, the relevance of substance and attribute, the attainment or non-attainment
of goals, the relevance of consciousness and choice, the direction of inclination, the perspectives
of both speaker and audience, as well as the ease or difficulty of the subject matter have all been
considered influential in this distinction. Nevertheless, a careful examination of the Quranic
applications of these two words challenges the general applicability of some of these factors.
This scrutiny supports a relatively successful interpretation by Shahrour and Raghib Isfahani
regarding the significance of the latter two factors. These semantic subtleties in vocabulary within
the context of the Quran—specifically regarding the distinction between ssand i—are
unfortunately not reflected by translators in their work. In many cases, they either translate both
verbs identically or engage in arbitrary equivalency without adhering to any consistent
principles.
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